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Looſing of Saint Peter's Bands ; 


Szrtting forrh 
The true Senſe and Solution 


OF THE 


COVENANT 


In point of 
CONSCIENCE, 
| SO FAR 


As it relates to the Government of 
the Church by Eerscoracy. 


By FOHN GAUDEN,DD. © 


Acts 16.26. The foundations of the Priſon were ſhaken , the 
doors opened, and every ones bands were looſed. 

1 Tim. 1.5. Now the end of the Commandment « C harity, out 
of a pure heart, and a good conſcience, aud faith unfergned. 

Non elt conſcientia fine ſcientia ; nec pura efle potel?, fi fir 
Cxca: Bern, 
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Printed by F.Macock, for Andrew Crook,at the Green 
Dragon in St Pax/s Church-yard. 1660. 
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Books written by Dr. Gaudes, and 
Sold by Andrew Crook, at the Green- Drag in St, 
Pauls Church: yard. 


He, A D-fence for the CI1mſtry and Mmm 
fters of the Church of England. ; 

2. Three Sermons preach2d on publick occaſions. 

3- Fanerals made Cordials, in a Sermon preach:d at the 
Interment of the Corps of R+bert Rich, Heir apparent to 
the Earldom of Warwick. | 

' 4. A Sermon preached at the Funeral of Dr. Ra/ph Brown- 
1:7 Biſhop of Exceſter (Decemb.17.1659.) withan account 
Ot his Life and Death. 

5. A Petitionvary Remonſtrauce in the bzhalf of many 
thouſand Minifiers and Scholars, 

Kaxeyor five MeaecafiriSlight healers of publique hurts, 
fet forth in a Sermon preached in St. Pauls Church, Loudon, 
before the Right Honorab'e the Lord Mayor,Lord General, 
Aldermen, Common Couna', and Companies of the Hono. 
rable City of London, Feb. 28. 1659. being a day of ſolemn 
Thanksgiving unto God,for reſtoring the Secluded Members 
of Parliament to the Houſe of Commons, (And for preſer- 
ving the City) as a Door of Hope thereby opened to the 
fulneſs and freedom of fucure Parliaments ; The moſt pro- 
bable means under God for healing the Hurts, and recoyer- 
ing the Health of theſe three Bricuſh Kingdoms. 

Msyaacs ©57, Gods great Demonlirations and Demands 
of Juſtice, Mercy, and Humility, ſet forth in a Szcmon.; 
preached before the Honorable Houſe of Commons, at their 
Solema Faſt, before their fark Sitting, Apri/ 30. 1660, 
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To his Honoured Friend 


Sir Lawrence Brumfeild Knight, 


And Colonel in London, 


> | 


BY Ell knowing (as St, Bernard ſpeaks) 
a (45 how tender and delicate a thing 
| & Conſcienceis; how itis not tobe 
b:ffled or deluded with any Sophz- 
a ſry; nor raviſhed or captivated by 
YN ORNSAS any violence and tyrapny s nor cajo- 
led or trepanned by any Policy and Hypocriſiez but. 
(apart from all fraud or force) it is then moſt at its 
eaſe, freedom, and tranquility,when it hath moſt light 
and ſerenity toſee its duty, alſo moſt /iberty toat 
according tothoſe rules of Right Reaſon and Reli- 
gion, which are not partial, flexible, and mutable, 
but #niverſal, fixed, and eternal. 


Q, I have hereendeayoured to give you and others Therules of 
(upon your motion)that ſober ſenſe of the Covenant *aFicnee. 


whereof I believe it is only capable before God, be- 
fore all good Chri#ians, and ina mans own well- 
informed conſcience, oo | 
d. Which muſt, and atlaſt will judge of things in 

A232 point 


. 
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(4) 
point of ſcr#ple or ob1/gation, not by the occaſion be- 
ginning them, or the power impoſing them, or the 
paſſion clamoring, or the multitude applauding, or 
| the ſucceſs abetting, or the pertinacy maintaining 
' them : Nor yet by the ſuper/{ition of ſome men de- 
} voutly doting for 2 while upon that as a godd-(s or 
an Image faln from heayen,when it may be ( indeed) 
bur the late invention of ſome cunning work-men, 
whoſe golden rings and ear-rings being melted in 
the furnace of civil wars, may ſometimes bring forth | 
{ucha thing as the 4uthors and Abetiors will needs | 
yore to be their God. | 
$. Butthe rrue {72h and medium of conſcience, as 
toits Fudgements, Practice, Peace and Perſeverance, | 
muſt be by thoſe clear, pregnant and conſtant beams | 
of right Reaſon and trae Religion, which ſhine inthe | 
brightneſs and ſtability of Divine and Humane Laws, | 
which are the ſolid P/Hars of truth, the firm ſupporss | 
of duty, the ſure bounds of obedience, and the ſafe Þ 
repoſe of conlcience. | 
$. All other ſuperfruitures of fancy, policy and 
Intereſt, as hay, ftraw, and ffubble will periſh; bur 
thoſe others will out-laſt the laſt conflagrations which 
ſhall make a fiery trial of all mens thoughts, deſigns 
and ations both pabliqueand private, whether they 
be made up of popular and peeviſh droff, or of ſuch 
piety, more precious then gold, which is both pure 
and permanent. E 
| . _____  0$, Inthisgreat concern therefore of conſcience, I 4 
Freedom from muſt ſtudy to be void of all fear and flattery of men, | 
7 judicein ſeparate from all crouds of paſſions and prejudices, 
caſes of cot= free from popular Petitions, and the two Houſes re» 
ms ſolutions, trom Sconiſh importnnities, and Engliſh 
$078: 


ow 


eompliances,not obnoxious to the Court or the Couns 
try, tothe Aſſembly or the High-Commiſſion,to E- - 
Piſcopal Infirmitics, or Presbyterian inſolencies , but as 
in the preſence of God,and before his Triv#zxal,fo ſe- 
rious, latent, upright and unbyaſled ſhall I declare 
my judgement to you,to your City,to my Country, 
and to our moſt welcome Kings to my reverend Fa- 
thers, and brethren of the Clergy,and to my dear Mg- 
ther the Charch of Enzland , tor whoſe ſake nothing 
muſt ſeem hard, or too much to be done or ſuffered 
by me, or any of her Sons, ſince we have the great 
Patterns, both of our late Soveraign, who ſuffered as 
a Martyr in her defence, and of our 6:ſſed Saviour, 
who was crucified for her redemption. 

d, As for my Brethren of the Church of Scotland, 
I conte(s I underſtand not their motions or matati- 
ons, becauſe I think they once enjoyed the beſt con- 
ftitutions of Epiſcopacy in the world z Thave a Chri- 
ſtian pity and charity for them, I leave them to that 
liberty which is the truit, not of the ſwords and paſsi- 
015 of man, but of the Word and Spirit of God; which 
clearly unites Loyalty and Religion, Duty and Devo- 
tion, Reformation and Moderation, Order and Counſel, 
Eminency.and Harmony,in one paternal, fraternal and 
filial unity of Bifheps, Presbyters and People. 


| $. As to the ſcruple or caſe of conſcience then , The ſhinels of 


with which you tell me, many ſober and honeſt 
men, are by their once taking the Covenant ſo 
ſcared from all 5omplyings with any Church Govern= 
ment under any name of Biſhops, or notion of E- 
piſcopacy, never ſo reformed and regulated , that 
they fear by looking back. to the Primitive, C _— 

and: 


wo 


conſciences as: 


Anſwers ob- 
lique, 


1. The Cove- 
nants defe- 
Qivenels as to 
authority and 
Law, 


Numb. JO. 2 


2. The yio- 
legce of the 
8gmes. 


' and #3iverſal Government of this and all other anti- 


cnt Churches, to be turned into pillars of Apoſtacy, 
as Lots wite, was into a pillar of ſalr, And to 
prevent which fad Metamorphrſis in City and 
Country, my Azſwer or Reſolution in point of Con- 
{cience as to the Covernazt, ſo far as it relates to Ep». 
ſcopacy 15 this, It ; 
Firſt,. I might ſhrewdly batter the Covenant, by 
urging the defectiveneis of , and fo the invalidity of 
any lawfut, conſtant or compleat authority in it, capa- 
ble to bind the Subjects or pcople of England,cither 
in the Court of conſcience , or any other ( Ec- 
cleſtaFical or civil) Fnadicature; in which nothing 
can have any permanent bozd or iye of Law (except 
Gods Word) withoutthe Kings conſext, no more 
than the voi of a ſervant, or ſon, a danghter of 
wife (in Moſes Law) could bind them without, yea, 
againſt the declared conſent of their Maſter, Father 
or Zusband, under whole proteQion they were. 
Secondly, I might eccho and retort upon the Co- 
vexant , the violence and noiſe: of thole times in 
which it was firſt hatched in Exgland, and brought 
forth by the Midwifery of Twmultis and Armies,of en- 
cazed, yea enrazed parties ard fattions, whoſe wrath 
and policies were not probable to work the righte- 
ouſneff of Gol; nor did they ſeem good Angels, 
which troubled our waters to an healing, but evil 


| ones ſent in Gods juſt anger amongſt us 70 1u72 our 


waters into blood. 


3. The novery Thirdly,I might further urge the novelty and par- 


of it as to our 


tiality of the Covenant, as tothe Engliſh Laws and ge- 

nims ; that it was from a foraign influence and de- 

figs firſt invented, then obtruded on this _ 
| an 
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and State, contrary to our antient Laws, and Conſtie. 
tutiens hoth E ccleftaFtical and Civil, to which King 


end People were bound, 1:1] by mutual conſent they 
wete altered; which was never yet done in the po/zt- 
cf Epiſcopacy. 

Fourthly, It might ſeem 9d7ozs to reflet upon 
this Covenart, as to the ſad effects, and unbleſt conſe- 
quents, which like black ſhadows, have attended its 
appearing and prevailing in Enzlayd, and in Scoilan 
roo. What havocks followed 1n Church and State ? 
W hat 7mpreſperittes, diſorders, contempts, confuſions, 
wars, ſpoils,and bloodſhed upon all eſtates and de- 


4. The fad and 
tragic conſe 
Cuences of it. j 


grees ; beſides the coniempt of Religion,the neglet?t of 


Sacraments , the expulſion of the Litargie, and the 
aviling, no lets then dividing of Miniſters, (who in- 
Read of Okes and Cedars of God, formerly trequent 


in this Church, I mean Divines of great gravity » 
and excellent learninz , worthy of double honour ) 


every where ſhrunk and dwindled to Pleberan fhrubs, 


and popular paraſites,the pity of the more pious, and 


{corn of the more petulant ſort of men. 

Fitthly, Nor will T infiſt upon the baffling of the 
Covenant, betore-it was adultor many years old ; 
how it was ſoon made Nehnfftan, and reduced to 
nething, by ceunter and croſs engagements , after it 
had ſerved as one of the great rocks for the Kings 


ſhipwrack, no leſs then the Churches and States; 
nor did the'Covenazt ever thrive , after it was water-_ 
ed with the Kings blood, wherein many men had 


an hand who had been Jealow Covenanters. If it 
was lo eaſily vacuated in point of its expreſs loyalty 
for the Kings preſervation; I'do not fee how it 
ſhould be ſo binding in caſe of abjuring or ex- 


Hr: 


5 The baflings 
2nd annullings 
of it by counter 
engagements . 
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6.1ts variating 
from, if not 


croſling for- 


mer lawtull 


Oaths of 
King and 
PeoPer: 


J.\t threatens 


dangerous 


bcly/m. 


= T © "I'v4 
firpating of all Epiſcopacy, though reformed and 
regulated as it ought to be, 

Sixthly, wherein it is very confiderable how the 
Covenaat (if ſo interpreted) muſt needs grate ſore 
upon, and pieice to the very quick thoſe former 
lawful oathes, which had prepoſſeſſed the ſouls and 
conſciences of moſt of us in England; not onely 
of Subje&s as thoſe of Allegiance and Supremacy, 
beſides that of Miniſterial, canonical obedience, to 
eur lawfal ſuperiours in Church agd State z but cyen 
the conſcience of the late King, as he was bound 
by his 04th at his Coronation to preſerve the rights 
and franchiſes of the Church; which the King ra- 


ther than break, as ſome men urged him, chole to 


dye and loſe all in this world ; as he declared to 
many atthe 1ſle of Wight; and'to Mr. Marſhal with 
others, at Newcaſtle; from which Oaths,as we know 
no abſelution, ſo, nor canthere be any ſuperfetation 
of ſucha contrad:tory Vow and Civenant without 
apparent perj#ry,which we preſume the covenant ne- 


. verintended, nor included ; or if it did, it is therein: 


of no bexd or validity,as to any good mans conſcience 

againit previews lawful oaths, which mult be kept. 
Seventhly, Beſides, if the Covenant were d:lig- 
ned, as wiltully excluſive and 0tally abjuring of 
all Epiſcopal Order and Government in this Church 
of England, it muſt needs run us upon a great rock 
got onely of Novelty but of Schiſmr, and diſh us both 
in opinion and pratZice againſt the judgment and 
cuſtome of the Catholick Church, in all places and 
ages (cill of late years) from the Apoſtles days, 
with whom we ought to keep communion in all 
things of fo aniient tradition, and univerſall obſer- 
Vaiion 3 


RC DEER 
v41104; nor may we ſo comply with a few reformed 
Chnrches of latter dayes ( whoſe want but not con- 
tempt of Biſhops, alſothe neceſstty of times, and di- 
fereſs of affairs put upon them,cither by the policies 
of Princes, or the impatience and prejudice of people, 
or the covetouſneſs and ſacriledge of both may ex- 
cule, while they approve and wenerate Epiſcopicy 
in others) yet with theſe we muſt not ſo comply, 
as to put a reproach, ſcandal, ſcruple or affront up- 
on all other Chriftian Churches at this day in all the 
world; among whom, notoneever was of old, or 
* tsrothis day in anyKingdom to be found without 
their Biſhops, as derived by the ſ#cceſsi on of all times 
from the Apoſtles; nor is the aboliſhing of Epiſcopacy 
a ſmall wall of pariition newly fet up to keep all ?4- 
piſts from duc Reformation. 

Eightly,” I might further add, how much more 
equal and ingenuous, loyal and religions were it for 


all ſober-meaning Covenanters tO reduce and c97 fine of the Core- 


their conſciences, as well as their Covenant, from 
ſuch an extravagant , diſloyal, unlawful, enormi- 
8s, and [chiſmatical ſenſe, to which ſome do 
w:cſt and torture it (in which it could neither be 
lawfully taken, nor can be kept with hone#y, as a- 
oainſt all Ep:ſcopacy) and rather to recite to that ſo- 
ber ſenſe wherein alone it might lawfully be. taken, 
it it had been impoſed by due authority, or were 
ſpontanes::ſly aſfumed, which ſenſe can reach no fur- 
ther than rhoie abuſive exceſſes or defects of Church 
Government under Biſhops, ſofar as they were real- 
Ly tuch, either by the inconvenience of the conſtiruti- 
675 and cuſtoms in England,or ar leaſt as they appear- 
ſuch to theſe Covenenters, as to the gy 

B that 


(19) 
that authority, through the faulrs or infirmities of 
ſome Biſhops and their inſtruments, who poſfibl 
were not ſo worthy and good, or not ſo wiſe and djſ- 
creet, as became Chriſtian Biſhops, or Eccleſiaſtical 
Governours of Chriſts Church. Butit is a moſt #r- 
religions, as well as unreatonable & Ametry) tranſ- 
port, for men to covenant againſt all the right uſe of 
things that are good, becauſe of the abule incident to 
them, by men or times that may beevi), 

3. ts preent- , Ninthly, Ic were calle to level to the ground 
ed 3uthority All thoſe fair but fallacious pretences drawn to for- 
from examples tjfie the Covenant, from Scripture examples, where- 
intbeO. Tet; the /ews ſometimes ſolemnly renewed their Co- 
venant with God ; but- it was that expreſs Covenant 
which God himſelf had firſt made with them in Ho- 
7eb and Mount $in4, puncually preſcribed by God 
to Moſes, and by Moſes ( as their ſupream Governor 
or King) impoſed upon themy this they ſome- 
time rexewed after they had broken it by their apo- 
ſtacy to falſe and range gods: But bleſſed be God, 
this was not the caſe of the Church or people of 
Eneland, nor was there any need of ſuch covenant- 
ing, any more then there was any Moſes, or HeXe- 
kiah, or Tofiah, or any chiet Governour commands 
ing it: Nor ( alas!) was this Covenaxt any divine 
dictate ur Soveraign preſcriptian, but the petty com- 
Poſition of a few politick men, Subjeds not Princes, 
| and very mean Subjects too fome of them, either as 
if Lawyers or Miniſters, a great part of whom I and 
others well knew to be no- very great Clerks or 
Statelmen z and fatter for a country Cure, than to Con- 
trive and Compole Solemn Leagues and Covenantsto 
be impoſed upon Churches and Kingdoms, (yea, at 
Upon . 
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upon their X!9gs too)in whoſe Dominions were ma- 
ny thouſands equals and Superfors to thoſe Maſters, 
whole heads rather than their hearts, and their State 
correipondencies more than their confcience; 
brought forth this ovwenart. | 

Laſtly, I might truly alledge againſt the powvelry of ro. Noevan- 
the Covenant inthe Church of England, that there gelical example 
is no precept or paters for any ſuch in all the New Te- was brig 
ſtament, nor in all ſucceeding ages of the Chriſtian Chriſtian 
Church ; we never re:d nor heard of any Covenant - Church of old. 
?ng Chriſtians ( until the Ligue ſainte in France) ex- 
ceptthoſe who in one baptiſm were ſprinkled with 
the blood of Chrift, and ſo entered into thar Cove- 
nant which God makes with #5, and we with him, in 
that holy laver of Regeneration; this is the pew and 
Evangelical Covenarxs of all true Chriſtians, this we 
break by wilfsl and preſumptuons ſins ; this we renew 
by true repentance, and by worthy participation of 
the body and blood of Chriſt in the Sacrament of - the 
Lords Supper. | | | 

$. How vaſtly different from this ſacred covenant, 
this late piece of policy, more then piety isz-and how 
little the true Covenaxs of a Chriſtian binds him by 
his Baptiſm or Repentance, or the Euchariſt, againſt 
all Epiſcopal Government, I leave to all ſ*ber- minded 
Chriſtians to judge; ſince both the power of ordain- 
ing Miniſters, and by them to conſecrate and ce- 
lebrate both Sacraments, was ever derived from 
and by Biſhops of the Dhiwrch, as the Chief conſerva- 
zors, ciſterns, and conduits of all Eccleſiaſtical Au- 
thority and Miniſterial power from the very Apo- 
files, the firſt Biſhops of che Church, A#s 1. who 
had the ſame 9mmed/ately from Chriſt; who was, and 
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(22) 
ever is the great Biſhop and Paſtor of our ſouls; to: 
fecd and rule his Church ,not onely by his word and 
Spirit , but by ſuch Shepheards and Rulers as he hath 
inall ages ſet over his flock ; of which Bi{hops. were 
ever eſteemed the Angels, Prefidents, or chiet Fa- 
thers ; whom utterly to deſtroy, and violently to ex- 
1irpate out of this or any Chriſtian Church, is not 
onely to offer ſignal and intolerable {juries to the 
perſons of ſuch excellent Biſhops as England lately 
had, and ſtill may have, but further mightily to 
abate the honor of this whole Church, and its Mini- 
ſtry, by taking away all the rewards and encourage=- 
ments of Learning and Religion ; yea and to ſcanda- 
lize all Churches by aboliſhing ſuch a venerable or- 
der and univerſal cuſtom in theChurch, as hath no 
crigine but that of the Apoſtles, and looks very like | 
an immediate 1nſ##t#tion of Chriſt, either preceptive 
and explicite, or tacite and exemplary, | 

Thejuſt 2bar,-. d+SOthat if this were the ſenſe and-intent of the 

ment of Cove- Covenant-makers,and takers, to extirpate and abo- 

panzers beats Jjſh, not the abuſes, but the very nſes of -all Epiſco- 

end rigors, 

pal Order and Government , the great Boanergeſies 
who thunder out ſo much terror againſt Coverant- 
breaking, may do much more juſtice and execution 
it they turnthe mouths of their canons againſt ſuch 
Covenant-taking, which is better broken than kept 
in any unlawful ſenſe, and beit of all, when not ar all 
taken, with any ſuch intention, which is as preſum- 
p;uous, as it was prepoſterous. & £95; 
d, Thelc things being thus premiſed, are ſuffici- 
ent (as I conceiye) to. abate the edge and rigor of 
the Covenant,as to its antipathy againſt all E Pigepe- 
cy, and tO ravel that cable or bond of Religions 8617- 
Ps NO gation, 


© dt 
g4tion, which ſome men do ſeem to twiſt and urge 
upon poor peoples conſciences in that point; when in 
good earneZ there is neither Law of God or man requi- 
ring, impoſing or comprobating any ſuchCovenant, 
by any National or Eccleſiaſtical authority ; fo that 
itappears ( at beſt) to be but a matter of will- 
worſhip, of humane and private invention, void of 
publique and plenary injun@#on, eſteemed by many 
but as a ſtratagem of State, a flag of fattion, an en- 
gine framed on purpoſe to batter down Epiſcopacy, _ 
and the whole Church of England, in order to ob- 
tain the ſpoiles of them. not to puniſh and amend 
the evill that might be in Epiſcopall Govern- 
ment, or in ſome B/ſhops and other Miniſters, but to 
ſeize all their Z/fates, and all the Patrimony of 
the Church, tothe great enriching of ſome ſacrile- 
gious Proteſtants, to the gratifying of ſome Pceſ- 


| byters envy and revenge, but melt of all to the 


great joy.and triumph of the. Romiſh Party and Je- 
ſuitick deſigns, which were thought by many wiſe 
men to have been, if not the Sires, yer the Sibs to 
that Covenant; that they might help to ſpread ir 
asa ſnarein Mizpeh, thereby to catch and deſtroy 
the fawouſeſt Biſhops, the moſt Renowned Clergy, the 
beſt retora:ed and moſt louriſhing Church in all the 
world. 


$. Bur I will look upoa this Covenant in the ſof- The beſt aſ- 


zeſt ſenſe that can be made of ir, as a voluntary yt of the 
| Covenant con= 


Fow, or. Religious Bond wich private men, 3nd lome 


part onely of the Nation, (ſpontaneouſly took up0li ſcience, 


themicives, in order ro declare their ienle of dury 
to God, the King, the Church, their Conmry, and 
the Reformed Keirgion, to make tacmiclves more 
2 OD | #rietly 


| 


| —_— 
fritly ſenſible of the ſacred and civil oblipation 
reſpetively due to thern, thar ſo they might be more 
ready to diſcharge them in their places and callings 
by taking ſuch a Covenant freely, not for fear of 
Priſon, Plunder, Sequeftration, and the like wracks 
of mens ſouls; the terrors of which made many, 
if not moſt of the takers of the Covenant, to take 
itz and yet I believe not one fourth part of the 
people of England now living ever did take it in 
any fort; and very few but rigid Bigots and wviru- 
lext ſpirits in any ſenſe, againſt primitive, reformed, 
and regular Epiſcopacy, ſo reduced to an efficacious 
conjunttion with Presbytery, as the moſt Reverend 
Primate of Armagh propoſed in his Reduction of 
late, and fo did the Lord Yiru/am long before in 
his confideratio ns touching the Church of England, 
offered to King Fames inthe beginning of his reign. 


Anwers dizet, $+ Inthis aſpe& of the Coyenant, as a religious 


ob/igatien, either newly made or. renewed upon the 
ſoul of any that willzzgly and freely took it, and 
who thereby think themſelves eternally obliged to 
fulfill the letter of it, or that ſenſe they had of it as 
co the matter of Church-government by Epiſcopa- 
cy or Prelacy, which they fancied to have-abjured 
and renounced,no leſs than Popery ; my Anſwers and 
Solutions are thele: 

Firſt, They are not the bare words of the Covenant 


can bind ini", yyhich as charmes can bind any mans conſcience, to 


or againſt any thing ; bur it is that force of Tr», 
Reaſon,Tuſtice, Religion and Duty to God;or m2n,our 
ſelves or others which morally and really obligeth 
men, either þy Gods general or particular precepts; 
which are as iron or adamamiine bands on every 
mans 


And 


g00d, orthat is not morally evil; for this were tor 


eſchew it, long before any of theſe withes or cords 
of mans combining and tying are put upon them, 
by themſelves or others, 


(15) Oe 
mans foul, to chuſe good and do it, to hate evil and 


Secondly, Nor can any ſuch Covenant bind any z. Nor the ta- 
man in any conſciencious bond, meerly by the power kr fancy or 


of a mans own imagination, or by {uch a prejudice 
and preſumption as he liſts to form and take up a- 
eainſt any thing, ſhort of, or beyond the zxer7 of it, 
either as good or evil, 


impolers, 


T hirdly, No ſuch Covenant can bind us to The z. Ie cannot 


7njury of anothers liberty, r/ght, power, or lawfulbind:o the in- 


authority, private or publickz and ſo not againſt"? * 965: 


that which is in the King and the Biſhops, or in the 
major part of the Church or of the Country, or 


of any Parliament, which may look upon Biſhops 


and Epiſcopacy with a far more propitions eye than 
thoſe that beheld it onely through the Presbyterian 


ſpeFacles, | 


Fourthly, Such a Covenant can bind no man in,, x; canno: 
conſcience againſt any thing that is in its nature bind either ro 


man to %izd himſelf and others beyond Gods eternal 
bonds of righteouſneſs: They are Covenants with 


_ Helland Death, which bind men either to wharis 
evil and finful inits nat»re, or from what is allowed. 


of God as good and /awfyl, yea and may beneceſ- 
ſary in its time and place; now there is no doubt, 
but there is awuch good in Epiſcopal order and go- 
vernment; much good was done by itto the Churches 
of Chriſt in the primitive and «/l times; much to 
this Church of Engiaxnd fince the Reformation and 
before; the principles and proportions of order, ſub- 


ordination 


evil, or from - 


good 


_ 
4m v4 ev 9s” _ X eengees 
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LETS 


ordination and government (which hold good in 


all other polities and fraternities) cannot be eviil 
inthis of Epilcopacyz A1t hath much of God in ir, 
from Scriptural precepts and patterns in the Fewi(h 
Church, which the Chriſtians followed in many 
things; Ic hath ſo much of Chriſts example, and 
the Apeftolick conſtituiion, of the primitive uſe, of 
Eccleſiaſtical cuſtom, of holy mens general appro- 


bation, and univerſal imitation both here in Exg- 


5.It cannot ob- 
lige to extir- 
pate the uſe of 
what is good, 


iand and cliewhere, that it were extream tolly, 
madneſs, prophaneſs and blaſphemy to cry it down 
for evil, or to engage and covenant againſt it as luch, 
win it hath in it ſo 9wcb good, and fo atteſted 
by experience, to.be beneficial for the well being, 
yea almoſt tor the compleat and regular berng of 
any Church, and none more then this of England 
where people are not to be governed by their e- 
quals and inferiours, becauſe they are in biack 
Coats. | 

Fifthly, No man-may vow or covenant, much leſs 
keep any ſuch covenant as he hath taken intenti- 
onally againſt the evil or corruption and abuſe of 


beceuſe of any any ihing, ſo as to imvolverhe good and wſefulneſs of 


abuſe, 


it, and to condemn that to deſtruition or extirpdtion 
with the other, as Abraham laid to the Lord, Gott 


forbid that the Fuage of all the earth ſhould deftroy 


the righteous with the wicked; or caſt the wheat with 
the chaff into unquenchable fire: No, a good con- 
ſcience abhors coxfr zo; ir doth not take or do 
things by whole-ſale but by retail, weighs all in the 
ballance of the Sanitary, ſeparates the precions from 
the vile; rhe ſuperſtructures of men from the foun- 
dations of Chriſt aud his Apoſiles, which ſtood __ 
Or 


| 081 ED 

for ſo many goers it becomes the children of Vil- 
dom to;juſtific her, by trying all things, and hold- 
ing faſt what is good, 


Sixthly, As they that covenanted againſt Popery, ; x, obligerh 
Cannot think they did abjure, or muſt a#hor all thoie not ro abo;uth 
ſaving truths, 8 duties of Chriſtianity which are mix- a. thatis good 

hz . ; « r Chriſtian 
ed with Popery. no more can they juſtty think be- ,;x 4 #i.b 
cauſe they. covenanted againſt Prelacy, that is, a- Popery. 


oainſt its pride, preſamption, idleneſs, covetonſneſs,and 
t5rannie, that therefore they are tor ever engaged 
againſt the erder , preſidency, and paternal authority 
of Epiſcopacy; mens malice and hatred may not go 
beyond the grave ; if the abuſes and diforcers in 
Prelatique Government be dead and buried, true 
Epiſcopacy may yet have a bleſſed reſurre:0u from 
corruptiontO incorrupiion, from d:fhonour to hoxomr ; 
whichT hope, and pray, God will by the wiſdom of 
the King and his Parliament effec. 

Seventhly, No man may lawiully vow and covenant 
or accordingly a& inany thing, which is not in his 
power and diſpoſe, in his ſphear and calling, beyond 


which bounas this Covenant permits 0 man to go g 


+ yea, it doth limit by theicall-his engagement and 


attyvity. Now certainly, the Government of the 
Church of Ezgland, eſpecially as efabl:fbed by Law, 
neither was-nor iS in any private mens power, be they 
never ſo many, cither to alter, Orinnovate, Or 4- 
boliſh and.exiirpare; This is only inthe power of 
the King, as Supream, by the Law ot God and the 
Land, to proteR and preſerve : Nor can it be 
changed but by his Royal 4ſſenr to the Counſel and 
Deſire of the two Houſes of Parliament : Nor may 
any man never ſo much for Presbyterie, or Indepen- 
cle, or Anarchy, as to his private opinion, exher 

| ne | vow, 


VV - 


Tt cannot binde 
againſt what 


may atter appear * 


god. 


| (18) 
vow or Covenant, ora overtly and Violearly, fure 
ther than by hemble Petition or counſel againſt efta- 
bliſhed and legal Epiſcopacy, no more than he may a+ 
gainſt Monarchy, becaute tie prefers either Ariſtocracy 
OI Demucracy). 

Eightly, As no man could lawfully coyenant a- 
eair:ſt what he thinks to be good, or againlt what. 
is Icſs good then he defires and opines, but our of 
his callr-g and lawiu} power to cffeR z ſo, nor can 
any man in conicience be bound by any ſuch Co- 
wexant. (takenina groſs tenſe, orin generalierms) 
againſt that wiich may vpon tecond though:s, or 
atter view, nd betre. iniormation appear to be god 
anc uſctul to hin 5 h« is here bound not to keep his 
Cover.nt, in the Latitude of his' miſtakes and pre- 
ſumptions, nr 103 according to his preiudzices and 
10: mer ſjuppoſals, but rather to retraR ius raſhmf. and 
pnau'ſ in fointikng itat firſt, and toact according 
to the preſent evidence of what is trne, juſt, good, 
l:wfal, and (ful, evenin Epiſcepacy, whereot he 
Cinnct but ſtsno convinced, both by the principles- 
of right Reaſen, and the proportions of all Govern- 
ment, 2nd by tte «experience of rhe Detects, Detot- 
mities. 2nc I:confiitencies of all other Models, 

I. T is now high time, after fo many aff: #1ons,to 
leain r11ghteouſnefs. and wiſdom , and to diſcern be» 
tween ti e faults of men-or timer; andthe true. #4- 
ture of thi: gs; between good and bad Biſhops ;, bc- 
tween Poriifical Preiacy, and Paternal t piſcopacy, 
which is that whetewith all ſober men would be {4- 
14 fi:d,angd-againſt which a » Covenanter could in-Rea- 
ſon or Kel1gion in piety or policy, in prudence Or conſcis 
ence be engaged, | 


Ninetbly , The 09#tiows and conſcientious Co- 
venanter: 


” F 
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Covenanter therefore is _ g calmer view The duty of : 
and exadFer meaſure of the Covenart than (perhips) fncienious 
he did at the firſt offer and r4b.ng of it, which was in Cormanter, 
haſte and heat, w rear and tury 4 wit then he gree- 
dily jwallowed without chewing, he (huuld gow leifare- 
L; and ſoberly ruminare ; tor 1n !umps it wilt nor ealily 
digeft 05. Paſs s, he may better learn what there i5 of 
God or ,good 1a; it by the f-4 veice, wherein 
naw. the Lozds mercy; appears and ipeaks t9 
this Church and Kingdom, than in thoſe fires and 
earthgnakes , which ar firſt! repretenced this Co- 
venant to him with ſh:uinzs ſwords, 

$. He muſt now dittinguiſh whac may be in 
it of. God, what of good. and well- meaning men, 4nd 
whar ot evil or ſs {ter deligns , ar lealt as to the 
event; in what is good he may Jlawiully perſe- 
vere. what may by lame be urged to cvil, he 15 to 
ayoid z what he did weakly or 2nconſiderately in the 
taking or purſuing of it, he is to repent of ard rerrac?, 
by keeping inthe bounds of duty, allegiance and {ub- 
j<Rion to God and his Superzors in Cimrch and 
State. | | 

Teathly, nd laſtly,the moſt ftri& and ſevere C6 ro The ext 
venanter Cannvt. bur be (atisfi:d ani ab/olved wo dont 
point of conſcience,it tirſt he hath an4 (t.l- voih wh 
his place and calling {-4/onab y 44wi[e, humbly pe ttron, wr. | 
and lawfully endrac.0ur toreto:m what is truly am\is 
in the Church Goverament by Bijhaps. S:condiy, if 
he uſe the like means ro reſtore and preſerve, what 
he. findes good and uſeful in Epiſcopicy, Thirdly, % 
It he hu:nbly ſubmit ro whar the Kiay in cs po nr, | 
as Supream, 1h:1l ies fit to eitabluth in his Church s 
which is yery progable.cobe ſuch, as wil much dits 
ter from the tormer way of Government, as to any 

2 thing 
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thing evil or inconvenient 1n it : Certainly, a little 
_ change really to the better, much more an honeſt and 
us ts E- ingenuous Reformation of Epiſcopacy, beyond the 
Gftent with the former exceſſive or defeRive cither conftitution or 
_ Covenant Þ execution of it, will abundantly abſoive the honeft, 
yea, and the very lirteral-and complexive meaning 
of that Covenant; which may not be a Bond of" 1ni- 
quity, ot a ſaare and gin for Schiſm and 'Sedition ro 
_ a@by, to the diſhoveur of God, to the reproach of the 
Reformed Religion, to the icandal of forraigs Church- 
es,and to the ruine of theſe ſomtimes ſo 7 bs and 
flouriſhing 5 which the King and every good Sub- 
Jef? are bound in conſcience to repair and reſtore, 
not only to, but (if it may be) beyondirs priſtine 
condition 5 wherein ſome things poſſibly were [0 a- 
miſs, that it will be happy to have them cither ſup-= 
plyed asto the defei#s, or repreflled as to the ex- 
ceſſes, without any extirpation of what is holy and 
catholique,primitive and paternal,-orderly,politick, 
and prudemt in Epiſcopacy 5 which Government duly 
fitted and fixed, comprehends beyond any, all the 
juſt intereſts of People and Presbyters, no leſs than of 

Biſhops and of the King. 

$. This Right, Fuſtice, and Duty then every con- 


I -* 


The duty and LES 
juſt dealing of [Ciencious Covenanter OWS 5: 


anborelt Cem 1 To God, in approving, defiring,loving, and u- 
ſing what is gvod, 

2, Tothe King, as the chick Governour of the 
Church and State, enjoyning things /awful and h0- 
eſt, though not the very beſt. 

3- To the Biſh-ps and Fathers of the Church, 
who have been many of them moſt injuriouſly u- 
ſed many ears, and ought in Juſtice to be recom- 
penced, | CO Lf = 

| 4, To 


CE 7 "*_ 
4- Toall earned yy A Miniſters, who have 
a long time been expoſed to all manner of diſcoura- 
ging and dividing fa#ions among themſclves, and 
infolencies from the people, torwant of King and 
Biſhop to govern, guide, and protcct them, 

5. Heowesthis love, mageration, and charity to 
this Church, hereby to advance and fertle the Unity, 
Peace, and Proſperity of it;z- which cannot be but in 
the way of Epiſcopacy duly conſtituted, and carc- 
fully executed, Sf | 

Laſtly, he owes this care tohis ow» ſoul, w hoſe in- 
ward and eternal peace is not to be made up: by paſ- 
ſion, ſuper#ition, or preſumption, but by meekneſs of 
wiſdom, juſtice, charity, and diſcretion; as in all other 
things; ſo very much in this point of Epiſcopacy; ſo 
ftudiouſly then pur into the Covenant to (ervea pre- 
valent Intereſt, but no way in Conſcience to be now 
ſtretched again(t a right and regular Epiſcopacy, no 
more than Phyſick given to curea Diſeaſe, ſhould 
like unmortified Quick- ſilver , bs applyed to kill 
the man. - | 


$: This I know: was the ſenſe of the moſt lear- T1. font 
ned M<ninthe Aſſembly, and of thole, who with whichtheprime 


my ſel. had as much righe to fic among them, as any 


others, but were not permitted, either by popular ;.. 


faction and tumulr, or by other thufflings and reaſons 


- of State, 'which took care to exclude or deter all 


the excellent Biſhops of zhe Charch, and the moſt 
able of Epiſcopal Divines, for fear there ſhould 
have been any juſt plea for moderate Epiſcopacy 
againſt the then Magiftery of Presbyteric. This I 
have oft heard M. Merſha# and others affirm (who 
had a great hand in peaning and promoting the Co- 
verant) and they owned it ro ſome. Forraign Di- 
vines, 


(22) 
- vines, That the Covenant was levelled only atthe 
(Deſpoticum, Tyrauntcum, regimen) miſeovernment 
not the Goveramment of Epiſcopacy, This 1s at preſent 
the ſenſe and hopes, of the moſt learned and godly 
Presbyterians, whom I have lately ſpoken with in 
London and elſewhere z .T hat if the ancicat/zpſed and 
decayed frame of Epiſcopal goyernment werga little 
altered, ic would latisfie cheend and letter of the Gar 
venint, which-was not to deſtroy, but to build-apd 
repair, not to conſume all, but to uſe thoſe materials 
which were good in that 4##%cnt, noble, and venerable 
farrick of Eprſcopacy, + 
The fyeedy fee 9. Which I beicech God may by his  Maje- 
cling this Jb-s Picty and Wildom be ipecd:ly and relo- 
. Church by E- Jutely ſettled in its beſt conſtitutioa; wherein to take 
pilcopacy. good counſel is Kingly and Chriſtiaz ; but to tarry 
till all Secs and ſorts of people be agreed and fatis- 
ficd, will be to expale his Reyal Anthori:y, to 
Undervaluings, and this Church to. everlaſiing Con- 4 
uſions, | | 
A Nor doth there need much Counſel to know, 
or Courage for to da, what is here meer to. be 
, done, in order to ſatisfie. the moſt, and I may lay 
the beſt of all ſorts in this Kingdom, both as to 
minds, manners, and eftates, For his Majeſty hath 
not a new Charch to build , but an, antient and | 
.-we-l-modelled oge to reſtore : They are not 
foundations of fauh 'or good manners,. which are * 
to be laid, bur, euher ſome: wece{ſary repara'tions 
to be made in reterence to ſuch decays, as long 
time: brings upon the. beſt things under heaveag 
or tuch praacl:s : be taken down as being much 
waſtcd' with age, rather #hreaten, than 402 the 
Caurch of Chrift ; whoſe dlapidations, aiter all 
MR: | ” Wo 


ns "- : 
the coyenanting complements and reformings have  - 
ben 1en umes more in theſe laſt twenty | years 
wider 'the hands of Bungling Reformers , (wh 


0 The rvines of 
this Church the 


wci:icd needs do. Church work wittout the Maſter 1:& twenty years- 
hn-lgers, Kings ard Biſhops) than they were for for wm of B- 


fourſcore years fince the Reformation in England , 
ye3, or ihe firſt Four hundred Tears of the Church 
in the midſt of Perſecution ; when many godly Bi- 
ſhops were perſecuted by Heathens and Heretiques 
bur this Age is the firſt Parent of that Proaigie, 
wherein Orthedox and Reformed Chriftians, ether 
Presbyters or Pevple, did perſecute godly biſhops , 
( of the ſame Fauth and Profeſjion) vea, and E- 
piſcopicy ir felt, though never ſo Regular and 
R<e:orined 5 which could nor juſtly be che mean- 
ing of the Covenant ; and if, it were, it cannot 
thereby binde any mar; thar' took it , further 
th-n 10 repeat of his raſbneſ# ," and to ac contra- 
trary to ſo injurious, irreligious , irrational , 
and impolitique a fenſe. * From which ſnare the 
Lord -doth nadoubtcdly deliver every good mans 
cenicier.ce 3 For, as Ged cannot 7empt ; ſo, nar 
can any 'thing in kis Name tye or binde men 
to any thing that's a fin : They thatunder any 
\uch ſiniſter Notions, and unjuſt ends, lifted up: 
' one of their Hands to the moſt High God , to 
Prophare his Holy Name , had need bend both 
their Knees, and litt up both their Hands to: 
Heaven , 'bumnbly 'to brgge of God Pardon for 
their Folly, and Grace to return to that Du- 
ty which they owe to God , to the King, to 
Biſhops , to this Chureb , to their Conniry, and 
to their Conſciences,” 

ape: | Thus. 


pilcopacy, 


Conclukon, 


— 
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$, Thus (Sir, ) have 1 in twodays finiſhed my 
anſwer and Solutions, asto the bondage and (cruple 
of the Covenant in the cale of Eprſcopacy, wherein 
I have freely ſer down my moſt imparrial ſenſe and 
thoughts of it, being willing co reconcile it to Reaſon 
and Religion, as far as may be ; beyond which it cag 
have no jnſt znfluence, power, or efficacy upon any 
mans conſcience : Nor would I. have it { accurſed of 
God-(though as yet it hath been no Procurer of any 
great bleſſings to us in the C'urch) asto be made 
the F-ſuitick wedge to keep us ever trom cloſirg with a 
right Epiſcopacy. Doubtle(sthe tenſe ot the Cove- 
nant hath lately quickned many mens conſciences in 
their AHegiance io the King, (oas tobring him (as 
David) home with infiaire joy and tryumph.; Nor 
do I deſpair but it may be applyed fo (as in {ruth 
and Juſtice it oughc) tor the recovery and reitaurati- 
onot the Church of England to ſuch an ha py or- 
der, Unity, and Government, a$is molt deſired by all 
good Biſhops, by all grave Presbyters, and by all gra- 
Cious People, who have zeal according to knowledee, 
and are not like a Taylors Gooſe very heavie and her, 
bur lindeand dark apter to ſcortch and oppreis, 
then to cnlighten and direc themielyes or others, 


Farewel, 


Fane 12, 1660, 
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